National Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 5)

Level 5

Credits 185

Credit 22 core credits at Level 3
Range 56 core credits at Level 4

99 core credits at Level 5
8 core credits at Level 6

Purpose

This diploma is for individuals who are currently engaged in early childhood education and
care and intend to upgrade their knowledge and skills towards an assistant teacher position
for Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC).

This qualification aims to provide graduates with the skills and knowledge to be able to
provide Fiji with proficient educators who, in a range of early childhood education and care
contexts, can provide and/or support the education and care of infants, toddlers, and young
children. It is also intended to enhance community outcomes.

Graduates of this qualification will acquire skills and knowledge to provide supervision and/or
guidance of volunteers or other staff, depending on the early childhood setting and associated
regulatory framework and criteria.

This qualification is the minimum requirement for teacher registration, and it may provide
opportunities for graduates, under specified criteria, to progress for higher-level
qualifications in early childhood education and care.

Overall Outcome Statement

Holders of the National Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 5)
[Ref:NDEC5] will be able to demonstrate advanced knowledge and capabilities relevant to
early childhood education and care (ECEC).

Graduate Profile

A graduate of the National Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 5) will be
able to:

1. Apply knowledge of key early childhood education and care teaching, learning, and
development theories and approaches to inform and guide practice in Fiji.

2. Promote learning by implementing the philosophy, principles, and practices
embodied in the Fiji Teacher Attributes Framework.



Provide a healthy, safe, and inclusive environment for the protection, care, and
education of diverse learners.

Communicate effectively to develop and maintain collaborative relationships with a
wide range of people in an early childhood education and care community.

Engage in reflective practice in an early childhood setting.

Apply professional standards, legal requirements, and ethical principles in a socially
and culturally responsive manner to guide and support practice in an early childhood
education and care setting.

Use knowledge of the history of early childhood education in Fiji to inform a
developing personal philosophy of early childhood education practice.

Practice in a culturally responsive manner that is informed by children’s language,
culture and identity.

Replacement Information

This is a new qualification.

Explanatory Notes

1.

An Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) service may include a centre-based
service, hospital-based service, or home-based service. The home-based service
may be nominated by the child’s parent, be the child’s own home or the home of
the educator.

Due to the health and safety requirements of the sites in which these skills are
applied, people entering programmes of early childhood education and care
leading to the award of this qualification must demonstrate the capacity to
understand any and all requirements, instructions, and communications (oral,
written and graphic), to the required industry level.

Recognition of prior learning (RPL) recognises learning gained and currently held
regardless of how, when, and where the learning occurred.

Application for RPL may be initiated by contacting a Higher Education Institution
(HEI) approved to deliver and assess this qualification.

This qualification reflects both the Fiji Higher Education Commission (FHEC)
Competency Framework and the Curriculum Matrix for Fiji Higher Education.

Competency Framework refers to the teaching competency descriptors defined
by the FHEC.

Curriculum Matrix refers to the principles of curriculum that underpin higher
education in Fiji.



The qualification encompasses both theoretical learning and the practical application of
acquired knowledge and skills. Application for RPL should be made to the FHEC/ the Fiji
Qualification Council (FQC) or accredited providers.

Requirements for Award of Qualification

Award of Fiji Qualification Framework (FQF) National Qualifications

Credit gained for a standard or component of a programme may be used only once to meet the
requirements of this qualification.

Reviewed standards that continue to recognise the same overall outcome are registered as new
versions and retain their identification number (ID). Any version of a standard component of a
programme with the same ID may be used to meet qualification requirements that list the ID
and/or that specify the past or current classification of the standard.

Summary of Requirements

This qualification will be awarded to people who have gained a minimum of 185 credits at
Levels 3 to 6 to meet the requirements of the graduate profile.

e Twenty-two (22) credits are at Level 3;

e Fifty-six (56) credits are at Level 4;

e Ninety-nine (99) credits are at Level 5 and
e Eight (8) credits are at Level 6.

Detailed Requirements

Listed below are the core (compulsory) unit standards.

FQF FQF
ID/ Code Unit Standard Title Level Credit

EC00014 Plan, implement, ar.walyse and gvgluate enrlchlng.experlences 1 10
that enhance learning for a child in an ECEC service

£C00023 Demonstr.a.te knowledge of attachmen.t theories, behaviours 3 4
and transition support in an ECEC service

EC0O0035 Demonstrate knowledge of the Fiji Early Childhood Curriculum 5 10
D . . \ .

£C00044 emonstrate knowledge of how t'hec.)rles of chlldren. s learning 4 7
and development influence practice in an ECEC service

EC00055 Demonstr_ate knowledge.of, and implement, observation 5 3
methods in an ECEC service




Demonstrate knowledge of programme planning for learning

ECO0065 in an ECEC service 10

ECO0075 Demonstrate knowledge of theories of human development 10
across the lifespan and their relevance to ECEC practice

EC00083 Describe the value of pl'ay afnd create resoyrces for children’s 6
development and learning in an ECEC service

EC00095 Demonstrate knowledge of child behaviours and investigate 3
and apply strategies to guide child behaviours in ECEC services

EC00103 Demonstrate knowledge of, apply and reflect on age-related 5
nutrition needs for a child in an ECEC service

EC00115 Demonstrate knowledge of an environment that enhances 5
children's health and safety in an ECEC service

ECO0125 Provide a.n emergency first aid response in an education and 6
care setting
Demonstrate knowledge of children’s development and

EC00133 . . i 5
learning and their relevance to an ECEC service

EC00144 Demonstrate understanding of diverse philosophical and 6
cultural ECEC contexts to inform own ECEC practice in Fiji
Use and evaluate strategies to engage in relationships and

EC00154 . , . . . 6
support children’s social competence in an ECEC community

EC00165 Demonstrate. knowledge of partnerships between family and 5
an ECEC service

EC00175 Use an ECEC e-learning platform 8
Demonstrate knowledge of diverse families and use a range of

EC00183 . . o . 5
effective communication strategies in an ECEC service

EC00195 Demonstrate knoyv!edge o.flleglslatlons, organisations and 7
relevant ECEC policies in Fiji

EC00206 Discuss and reflect on expectations, and develop own 8

philosophy, of professional practice in an ECEC service




Discuss and manage maintaining own health, wellbeing,

EC00215 cultural competence, and professional integrity in an ECEC 5 9
service

EC00224 Use and apply English for academic purposes 4 7

EC00235 Demonstrate knowledge of ethical behaviour in relation to an 5 5

ECEC service

Describe societal influences, practices and legislative 1

ECO0244 requirements that support child protection in an ECEC service >
EC00254 Setup an ECEC centre 4 5
EC00264 Organise finances for starting up an ECEC centre 4 10
EC00275 Implement strategies for the inclusion of all children 5 8

General conditions for the programme leading to the qualification

Entry requirements

Delivery mode

Assessment

A pre-requisite for entry into this qualification will be those
who:
o have completed Certificate in Early Childhood
Education and Care (Level 4) or equivalent; or
e have completed Year 13 or equivalent; or
e have at least two (2) years full-time relevant industry
experience.

Outcomes should be integrated across programme design in a
way that makes it clear outcomes are mutually supportive and
not entirely discrete.

Programmes must provide opportunities for candidates to
engage in reflective practice throughout the course of study.

Programmes must include addressing the needs of individual
learners, including building language, literacy and numeracy.

Learners must have the opportunity to complete relevant
standards in work-based learning environments.

For completion of this National Diploma, 350 number of hours
(1275 hours at kindergarten, 87.5 hours at childcare and 87.5 hours
at pre-schools) must be completed within an ECEC centre.




- Inaprogramme, assessment of all outcomes should be
integrated so each assessment task provides evidence of at least
two outcomes in ways that demonstrate their interdependence.

Required resources - (Refer to companion guide)

Credit Transfer Arrangements

Credit exemption or transfer arrangements for the attainment of the outcomes of learning
for this qualification may occur on a case-by-case basis between the provider and the
candidate. Credit transfer must be granted if any unit standard successfully completed in this
qualification is included in another qualification to which the graduate has enrolled.

Special Arrangements

This qualification will be awarded by the FHEC / the FQC on behalf of the Early Childhood
Education and Care Industry Standards Advisory Committee (ISAC). Accredited providers
will need to comply with the internal and external moderation requirements as determined
by the FHEC/ the FQC.

Transition Arrangements
This is version 1 of the National Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 5).

Classification

ISCED classification

Level 5

Broad Field 01 Education

Narrow Field 011 Education

Detailed Field 0112 Training for pre-school teachers

FQF Accreditation Information

This information will be entered by the FQC.

Process Version Date Accreditation expiry date
Accreditation | 1 31 July 2020 31 July 2024

Review 5 15 August 2025 15 September 2028




Qualification Developer

This qualification was developed by the Early Childhood Education and Care ISAC to the FHEC.
Contact information for the FHEC is provided below:

FHEC

P.O. Box 2583

Government Buildings

Suva

Telephone 3100031

Email fhec@fhec.org.fj
Website www.fhec.org.fj

Planned Review

Any person or organisation may contribute to the review of this qualification by sending
feedback to the FQC or the training provider at the above address.

Next Review 4 years

Other ISACS whose standards are included in the qualification, and/or providers whose
components are included in this qualification.

None.
Certification

This certificate will display the logo of the FHEC and the registered delivering institution.


mailto:fhec@fhec.org.fj
http://www.fhec.org.fj/

Quality Management Systems

Registered HEIs must also be approved to provide education and training services for
this qualification to award credit for any component of a qualification registered on the

FQF.

Educators are to have relevant industry experience and/or qualifications one level
higher than being assessed and must hold one of the following:

1. National Certificate in Teaching of TVET (Level 4); or
2. Australian Qualifications Framework Certificate IV in Training and Assessment;

or
3. New Zealand Qualifications Framework unit standard 4098 (or equivalent on the

NZQF); or
4. Arecognised equivalent to one of the above

Educators undertaking assessment only activity, must have relevant industry experience
and or qualifications at least one level higher than been assessed and must hold one of
the following:

1. National Certificate in Teaching of TVET (Level 4); or
2. Australian Qualifications Framework Certificate IV in Training and Assessment;

or

3. New Zealand Qualifications Framework unit standard 4098 (or equivalent on the
NZQF); or

4. FHEC WAO00014 (for Assessors)

5. Arecognised equivalent to one of the above

Educators must demonstrate that their relevant industry knowledge and skills, and,
training and assessment knowledge and skills are current.

Providers assessing against unit standards or other components must engage with the
moderation system that applies to those standards, or components of qualifications as
stipulated by the FHEC or in their qualification documentation.
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